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PREFACE

People today want peace. Nay, they are anxious for
meeting their various prpblemé by the peaceful method.
~ All reiterate its need. But the difficulty is that it has to be

practised before it is preached. The more one lives it, the
more one inspires it. What counts is the life quietly led.
In Acharya Vinoba, we have exactly 2 personality of this
nature, gently working his way with its silent and serene
influence. Not only a saint, he is a dynamo of action,
releasing such vital forces of human energy as are bound
to transform our social structure and its sanctions by the
"power of constructive peace or love.

The following pages ate an attempt to give, in brief,
the captivating story of Vinoba and his wonderful journeys
on foot all over the country. They will enable the reader
to have some idea of Vinaoba, the manand his message. May
they further rouse his or her curiosity to learn more about the
same and take up the cherished cause !

Kashi: , Suresh Ram
16th May, 1961.

www.vinoba.in



CONTENTS
Chapter.
Preface

I The Great Quest
. I Life-Sketch
II Bhoodan-Ganga
IV Shanti-Sena
“‘V. The New Dawn'

Www.vinoba.in

. 56

Page

. (i)

29

69



VINOBA
MAN AND MESSAGE

Wwww.vinoba.in



" CHAPTER I
THE GREAT QUEST

22 “These atre the: days of politics. But you say
‘that pol1t1cs is out of.date now,” asked a cutious
visitor, ' N

*Yes, :1:do,” . rephcd Vinoba. “Nay-, both
politics and teligion have had their day: They
wete useful only until they united the people: To-
‘day they divide them.” = '~

“True indeed! Pol1t1cs means nvalnes and
-dissensions.” 1" '

“It is clear that even the great Pac1ﬁc Ocean
‘which divided Asia from Ametica. is now. uniting
the two. Science clearly watns us that anything
which bteaks heartts- ot teats them asunder would
have to 'go.” i .

“Then, politics.has no place?’” iy
~ “You can yourself see. I have. framed the

- formulae: - ' _

Science+-Politics ~ =Death or destruction,

Science+Spitituality=Life oz Sarvodaya.

“The problems of this wotld jwould heteafter
‘be solved not by politics, but by spmtuahty »

 “By. stressmg on spitituality, you"come back to
rehgmn again ?”
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2 VINOBA—MAN AND MESSAGE

“No, spitituality connotes the innet core of
religion. It is one and the same in all religions.”
“But does it make any diffetence in practical
life " -
“Tt does. You know that old religions taught
‘mankind. that God is one. Nevertheless, there
were conflicts and battles between man and .man
in the name of religion. Now spirituality ‘tells
us that not only God is one, but also man s one.
-1 bartiets between man and man must cease to
be. Whatever suppotts these batriets and obstructs
‘Jnity cannot stay.” ‘
“Should this come to be true, life would be-
“come a blessing.” o
. “Yes. It shall be so. ‘It is the call of this
Scientific Age.” . o ‘
- “Do you hope to set up the new society of
yout dreams by solving the land problem?”
“That is simply a token.. To tell you the
-truth, solving any problem is the least of my busi-
ness. I have frequently said that my object is to
establish the Kingdom of Kindness.”
“Well,_ kindness and compassion are thete
ialrgady in this world.” :
. .“The’? ate. But they don’t rule. They are
like maidens in the realin of power and armed
force ot violence.” ' :
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THE GREAT QUEST 3

“We must - wotk hatd to bting about a ttans-
formation—a tevolution in the society and set up-
new values and sarictions to establish the Kingdom
of Kindness.” | |

- UNITY OF LIFE

Life in out society has been strangely divided
into two sections, »i%., one guided by self-interest
(swarthd) and the other by social interest (par-
marths). 'The duties of an ascetic get theteby
separated from these of a house-holder. It is
given to the latter to eatn his livelihood and amass
wealth, while the formet’s is to toam about pteach-

_ing sermons and depend for his subsistence on the
householdet. Likewise, the soldier’s functions
" were demarcated from those of the saint. Thus
the householder and the soldier enjoyed every
freedom to:employ any means (including false-
hood and .violence), while the ascetic or the saint
liad to asbtain from manual wotk and body-labour.
Mahatma Gandhi broke this dismal tradition
and held the said divisions as ill-conceived and.
false. He belie\Ied in the unity of life and showed
that truth and non-violence wete not cloistered:
virtues meant for.a few ascetics* and that body.
labous should not be confined to the householder..
He held that both: the ascetic and the householder
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4 VINOBA—MAN, AND MESSAGE

must obsetve the tenets of truth and non-violence
ih their life and perform physical labour as Yazjna.
He furthet maintained that the soldier, too, should,
instead of depending on force and coetrcion, tely
on the superiot weapon of non-violence and self-
suffering.  He did not tecognise the alleged con-
flict between the individual and the society (of
the private and public sector) and fitmly believed
that the good of individual was contained in the
good of all.. ‘This accounts for the unique. pheno-
menon - that Gandhiji was not only 2 saint but
also a houseliolder, not only a reformer and poli-
t1c1an but also 2 wartior and commander; -, During
the coutse of his histotic trial in Ahmedabad, before
a British Judge, he declared himself, like a typical
householder, to be a farmet and ‘weaver., Again,
this is why he fefused to go into the caves of the
Himalayas for seeking the so-called bliss ot salva-
tion and instead dedicated himself 'to public wotk

in the setvice of the masges, Gandhiji- took life

as 2 whole. He sttuck a new departute in out
spititual ‘annals, T

Vinoba belongs to the same categoty. Fot
him, too, life is a complete and intergrated unit
which cannot be divided' into “watet-tight com-
pattments. Vinoba—a'man of leatning and tenun-
ciation, with no family responsibility on his shoul-

Www.vinoba.in



THE GREAT QUEST . 5

dets and with no attachment to any petson, Pparty
ot practice — could easily pass his days ‘in seclu-
sion as an ascetic:.:But he has been léading an
active public-life ‘for -about the last. fifty years!
Endowed with a compassionate heatt,, resoutceful
ability and 'mat.;@matic_a.l skill, he could, easily
tun 2 chatitable institution,. for .popular relief.
But he has beem,.on his feet for the last ten years
and hasfj&qowp, no rest. Equipped with a genius.
for leadesship, organising talent and a band .of
devoted wotkets athis command, he could success-
fully laypch a mighty agitation and create unrest.
But he has ‘chpsen, 3. diffésent path and has been
working, his--way ,very gently and., quietly. In
fact, he is 2 saint and,a reformer.and a tevolutio-
pary—all ‘three combined . in. one. .

D ‘CALL OF'SCIENCE - - - . |,
- This is the age of séience “which has broken the
battiets of space ad distance.” Also’ science' has
provided man with such fneans as can'supply all -
his nieeds, provided wealth is faitly and justly dis-
tributed. - It is, thetefore, :absurd to think in
isolation these days. The personal -and- commn.{L
nity - intetests ate linked: togethet as the fingers
and thepalm of the hand. - ‘Ah aspiration for petso-
nal >profit' or deliverance ot slavation “must be
tegarded vas vimhseientific: and selfish, Even the -
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phrase ‘my salvation’ has no meaning. Fot, whete
there is a feeling of personal ownership, there can
be no salvation, and where there is salvation thete
can be no. question of personal ownership.

The demand of the times is equality and com-
fadeliness—a classless, caste-less and state-less
society. All battiers between man and man—be
they of colout, class, caste, ctreed, party, ownet-
ship, authetity or State—must go. ‘The whole
world is like a family in which no member can
ptevent another from enjoying any amenity on
grounds of possession ot supetiority. None can,
therefore, rest content with mete relief or succouf
against misery. Gone are the days when one
could keep lotding over his wealth and offer a bit
of it in charity. The petiod of tiny reforms and
demonsttrative philanth:opy, is' over. The need
of the hout is. to strike at the vety toot of ‘the evil
so that povetty, i;lﬁqualify and disease may' be-
come a thing of the past and a1 may be able to
experience real happiness and brothethood. 'This
tequites a transformation of existing socio-eco-
nomic and political values based on ownetship:
. and competition and exploitation. The new order
would stand on the three pillats of social owner-
ship, collective productive body labour and mmtual:
confidencewandsosoperation, o
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The third chatactetistic 1s—passxon fot peice.
Science hids declared frotn its house tops that any
fecoutse to wat would ptove as disastrous for the
victors as fot the vanquished. Both courage
and wisdoth demarid that we must bid good-bye
to atms afid trast the innate goodness of man.
Instead of counting on force and coercion, we
should tely on petsuasion and conversion. Any
attemipt to mieet extetnal aggtession or internal
unrest by atms 4and fotce should be tegarded as
nartow and uhiscientific, and is bourid to prove fatile
and injutions. Violence is how out of dite and
whatevet is to be c¢hahged ot achieved must be
bfought about only by peaceful and nion-violent
means. A8 a French philosophet has said, “The
more Violenee, the less revolution.” Thus the
technique of revolutioh itself needs a revolutio-
naty re-orientatioh—2 ptocess which was begun
by Mahatma Gandhi and is now being further
esploted by Visoba.

NEED OF COLLECTIVE SADHANA

Welcoming, the advance of science, Vinoba has
been stiessing upon the need of tising above
emotions and having a wotld outlook. Man can
make full and effective use of the power placed at
‘his disposdl by science only when he gets tid of
mental attachments and jealousies. The tradi-
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8 VINOBA—MAN AND MESSAGE

tional modes of thinking and approach have to
change. . We have to lift outselves up out of out
mental grooves. and ruts. To quote ~Vinoba:
“The plane of Vijnana ot science is above

that of mind. ., Science is ttying to force us to

. ascend.to that higher level. ‘The. Upanishadas
. knew. of the plane of Vijnana as being highet
than the vital and the mental planes. But it

. .Was.then a matter. of individual tealisation. It
was engugh if g few.individuals teached that.
 Plane-thigugh personal effort- while the test
- lagged-behind... There was no pressure. of the,
Cicumstances that, all should haye to fise to

- that leyel of Vijana. -To-day,; however, science:
makes. it imperative on us, t{)d ’go-' Béyond the
mental. This could be done only by spititual
efort.. Science, therefore, 1s compuing o5

- to-'undettake spitityal teflection. ‘The sages

. of ‘the past . undertook individual spinitual
effort (Sadbana);  science .demands that we
4 Sh?uld lt\a’ke.tol, a collective form of the . same
~ spititual effort (Samoopik Sadband). Fot, only then °
.. science - would benefit mankind; otherwise,
~we 3ll would go. to mins, »
- NEW RELIGIOUS ‘OUTLOOK -

Science, thetefore, calls upon us to ¢hange out

 attitude completely and think of outselvesas mem-
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\ . o
‘bets of 2 family encompassing the whole wozld.
Out conception of religion should also change :
“The old seligions also would not work.
To please God by burning lamps and incense
before an image would not do: ‘The-entite hu-
manity has become 4 living image of God.
We are to ~wotship this image. We should
have to enquite, for example, if mankind has
enough food for i« This would indeed be a
dtama of wortshipping humanity as out God.
At first, it would be like stage-acting. But in
coutse of time, we would expetience reality.”’
Thus science and spirituality or self-know-
ledge (Atmajyana) are the two great cteative powers
of the modern age. A careful harnessing of
them willlead to universal happiness and prosperity
and peace. ' : o -
But the gteat question is: How to do it in
practice? It was as it wete, in the coutse of his
quest fot a solution of this riddle that the idea of
Bhoodan flashed across his mind. In the subse-
quent pages follows, in brief, the fascinating story
of Bhoodan and its illusttious discoverer. o o o
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| CHAPTER II
LIFE-SKETCH’

~ “Quts is a very wretched plight. We beg of
you to help wus, Babal” .
“Please let me know what you want. ‘
“Some means to make both ous ends meet SO
that we may look after out children.” -
“What do you suggest? What can I do:
“We ate illiterate and Hatijans. We know
flothing except agricultute, We would be obliged
if. you .éould- help. us. in .that direction.”
. “What should. be done?”
- “Only if you could
. “How much»

“About eighty acres will do for all the Harijans.
of our- village,”

Thereafter Vinoba called the inhabitants of the
village, the Poot as well as the rich. And in a
mOving voice he said, “The Harijans here require
but eighty acres of land. Is any of you willing
to make the offer”

Lo and behold | 4 young man stood up and
firmly observed, “Yes, Baba | I am ready to
donate one hundred acres of land in the sacted
memory of my revered father.”

www.vinoba.in
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2 LIFE SKETCH 11
L “Are you willing to do so gladly?”

“Very gladly, Baba!l I can give the same in
writing.” ‘

This was an unptrecedented event. Land was
known to have been donated in the name of teli-
gion for temples, churches and mosques. Also
fot - schools, . colleges and Dharmshalas or rest
houses. But never befote had.it been offeted to
the landless poor for eking out their living.

Vinoba had no sleep that night—18th day of
Aprsil, 1951. He wondeted whether this was an
isolated .event or a token expression of 2 universal
phenomenon. He argued to himself that if
the law of love and compassion could effectively
wotk in this Pochampalli village, it could as well
wotk in all the five hundred thousand and odd
villages of India, as human nature was the same
all over. With this faith and tesolve,

’ hé went
to his bed at about one a.m. '

Four hours after he walked on to another

village. The people thete received him with
flowers and gatlands.

Thanking them for theit warm hospitality,
Vinoba said:

“While flowers are meant for wotship,
I ask for land only. Iam your son, 2 membet

Www.vinoba.in



12 VINOBA—MAN AND MESSAGE

of yout family.  If you have fout sons, I am
the fifth. Give me my shate, one-fifth.” o
This was a very strange demand. But his’
words had the desired effect, They gave him
. twenty-five  acres, Vinoba then said to
himself: l
“Yesterday I got one hundred acres. 'To-
day twenty-five . Here are Euclid’s two. points
and my line js complete,
* Vinoba’s decision was confitmed. And he
made a zesolve to carty on -his mission until land-

Pir,es hope and cheer, Though
8 he is like a 1ock of faith and

en tehsil (Sub-division)
-4l arashtta. His mother
Rukmini Devi, was 5 Pute and pious woman. His

www.vinoba.in



LIFE SKETCH 13

father, Narhari Bhave, a textile technologist, was
sctupulous, methodical and sttaight-forward.
Vinoba passed a large part of his childhood with -
his grandfather, Shambhurao Bhave who was
devout and teligious and was latgely tesponsible
in giving a spiritual tum to his life.

~ - MOTHER’S INFLUENCE -

. Vifioba' has been . deeply inﬂii{:;iéed by his
mother, Rukminibai. Her God-fearing and devo-
ted life made 2 deep impression on Vinoba." : She
used to tell- him, “Vinyal He who; gives is a
Deva (Divine), while he who keeps is 'a Rakshas
(Demon)!” g S TR

“Whatéver new dish she prepated, she used to
distributc% it among the people in the. Iiéighbou&:-_
hood. Her Vinya acted as hes ‘Fdithful eavoy.
The balance left was served for the family. Some-
times"the whole lot was consumed and nothiag
was left for the home. The mothet felt happy
over it and aksed her childten to ‘await next time,
Thus the spirit of sharing was imbibed in him
from the very childhood. =~ -~ =

Vinoba’s kith and kin looked forward towards
the day when he would be martied and be leading
2 happy family life. Her mother had no interest
o such gossip and used to remark, “Viny, |

WWWw.vinoba.in



14 VINOBA—MAN AND MESSAGE

while an ideal householder’s life leads to tepay- .

ment of Pitri-Rina (Fatherly debt), but an ideal
Brahmacharya results in the salvation of fotty
generations ! ,

This inspired Vinoba to Brahamacharya or
celibacy. He resolved not to marry and to lead 2
dedicated life. He has never regretted his deci-
sion and is the happiest man on earth to-day, with
the whole wotld . as his family.

‘His motlier often tecited devotiomal songs of
Matrathi'saints and seers. Vinoba liked them vety
much and. committed them to memoty. Both
the mother and child discusged religious topics.
.S,ometimes the mothet wag so much engrossed:
in them that she forgot to add salt to the food-
Vinoba too did not worry about it and enjoyed
i fotoughly. But his brother complained,
“Thete is no salt to day. How can I take it?”
Before the mother tendered .her épology, Vinoba
would intervene, “Strange you are | You want
food of salt? How does the absence of salt affect
your mission of lifep» ' A

Fond of Gita, Vinoba tead out its verses to
his m?tlller.. And both discussed about the same.
Rukrmmb:u said . one da.y, “You-are always speak\-’
ing of the' G4 Bit my difficulty isthat T am not
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able to follow the Sanskrit text. Is there no Gita
in Marathi ?*

Vinoba seatched out a Marathi translation.
But that too was terse and did not do justice to
the original. Then his mother lovingly said,
“Vinya! - You know Gizz well. Why don’t you
~ translate it in Marathi?”

Vinoba never forgot her bidding of love.
But he could not fullfil it in her life-time. She
- passed away-in 1918. Twelve years later, in 1930
he translated the Gita into parallel Marathi verse
and called it Gitai (Gita mother). And to-day
Gitai has found its place in almost every home and
hut of Maharashitra.

IN SEARCH OF BRAHMA

At the age of ten, Vinoba came to Baroda where
his father was employed. He had his.education
there. In November, 1913, Vinoba passed his
"matriculation e€xamination. Thcn he joined the
Intermediate. But he was not satisfied with this
education. It had no connection with real life,
He thought of giving it up and taking to true
education of the soul.

One day, Vinoba sat down by his mother who
was cooking feod. He had some rolled papers
in his hands. He lit fire to one at its end. It

begam te hwen, . The mother inquited :
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“Vingal What’s it?” . :
“Nothing serious! I am teducing my school
and college certificates to. ashes.” . - ‘
~"“But what is the hatm in keeping them with
you 2 . . : - : ‘
. “Now that,I have. decided to leave college, I
will never tequire them:, *;So why keep them at
all - A '

He was of his way to'Bombay in March; 1916,
to appear in the: Intetmediate examination. He
detrained at Surat; took the train tg :Bhusaval and
left for Kashi. ... o : Do T

A close friend-of his; asked him, “Where do
you go from hetep” Y
“To Kashi» =~ ' 1" Do
¢ [N L;" L oiteia ., e vl
‘What for? o : o
_ I Py e
. “In seatch of the Bral){zzg? the Imperishable and
Ml—Pefvadi_ng l,? . . .‘ ’ r.‘ _ 7 ! R X

T oty

[ S

.. AT GANDHIJI'S ASHRAM
* Staying some twe and a half
Vinoba came to Gandhi
on June 7, 1916, Ho
Ashram declined, He
Exactly a yeat after,

months in Kaghi,
ji and joined his Ashram
wevet, his health jn the
took one yeat’s leave.

-~ down to the vety minute,
'Vinoba retutned to the Ashtam. Tt yas 5 pleasant
sutprise. ‘gva % oWAS  vety much moved by so

’
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sctupulous execution of a promise. Recallmg the
event one day, he sa.1d to Vmoba, “It showed yout:
loyalty to tru
“No, it was my ‘loyalty to Mathematlcs
Bapu smiled,. “Can Mathematlcs evet betray
truth ?” T :

Those of the Ashram wete moved by Vmoba s
learning and devotion. They began to admite
and love him and hold him in high regatd. They
requested him to do some teaching work for theit
sake.” Vinoba willingly took it up.

Shottly after, Gandhiji came to know that
Vinoba had not informed about his movements
‘to his patents. Consequently, he wrote a brief
letter. himself to Vinoba’s father: - ‘

' “Yout son Vinoba is with me. He has
acquited, at so tendet an age such high spiti-
tedness and asceticism as took of me yeats of
patient labout t0.” ;

(Vinoba’s ongmal name was Vinayak Nai:ham
Bhave. In keeping with the Marathi saintly
tradition, Gandhl)l changed it to Vinoba, the name
by which he is evet since known.) -

In 1918, Baroda was ravaged by a terrible in-
fluenza epidemic. At Bapw’s  bidding, Vinoba
went there to be 4t his mother’s setvice. Reach-
ing home he found both the patents as also the

WWww.vinoba.in
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youngest brother ill. ‘The last was the fitst to. go
and three days later, the mothet also expired. His
father slowly recovered. S

Vinoba expressed a desite that the funeral hymns
should not be chanted by the Professional priest.
His father pleaded helplessness, “The family tradi-
- tion has to be obeyed.”

Vinoba was as much adamant, .He did not
participate in the funera] cetemony of his mother
and spent the day in teciting the Gizg and the
Upanishads at. home. Next day, he left back for
the Ashtam, _

AT WARDHA ASHRAM

In 1921, Vinoba shifted to Wardha, There
was opened a branch of the Sabarmati Ashram,
It was there that he catried on tesearches in Khadi
and other aspects of constructive progtamme.
- But he continued his studies and penances too.

One hot day, a fiece wind blew all over, All
mangoes, tipe and uatipe, fell down from the
trees. It was a terrible bloy, to the poor whose
hopes about the mango harvest wete smashed.
A villager came with his basket-load of man-
goes.  Passing the toad before the Ashram, he -
proceeded towards the matket. On the way, he met
-2 passet-by whe. inquired the ptice of the basket. -

www.vinoba.in




LIFE SKETCH 19

“Evety yeat, the basket gcnenally costs three
‘tupees.”

“Three rupees! Are you in your senses? I
am just coming from the market. Nobody will

pay even one tupee for your load.”

- “T have suffered alot this year. As you please l”

“I can’t pay you mote than a rupee.”

“Do raise something morel”

“No, go your way.”

“At last, the passetby agteed for one and a
quarter and got the whole lot. With a heavy
heart, the villaget went back to his home. For a
while, he halted before Vinoba’s cottage. Vinoba
asked about his welfare and said, “You seem to
be coming from the matket? Have you sold the
entire lot?” ' |

“Yes, but I got only twenty annas!”

“T'wenty annas only | What isthe propet
price?”

“Three rupees is the usual amount. But
the wind-blast has teduced all prices.” = -

“But why did you give it so cheap?”
“There was no altetnative for me. Nobody

‘would give me three rupees and I would have to
bring the load back.”

Vinoba gave him a tupee and three-quarter
S0 doing, he asked an-inmate of his Ashram, “Do

Www.vinoba.in



20 VINOBA—MAN AND MESSAGE

you agtee with: what I have done?" “Wheti’this
man is in difficulty, people should help .rather
than exploit the sitwation” - ... -~
“Your are cotrect. His woes must be shared.” '
“But in the capitalist society, such loot is com-
mon.-We ate not.even consciotis  of it. 'That
~ is why theéte is so much poeverty in out country,
so much misesy and so much: discontent and better-
ness.” EEEE , .
X X e x .
. In 1923, Vinoba- offered flag-satyagraha _in
Nagput. This was his first experience of jail life.
Next year, Gandhiji sent by to  Vaikom in

Travancote. *Hatijans were fot-allowed entty in

8tahis suffeted all sogts of suffeting and humility
Wfth cheet. At last ‘the Government -yielded.
Vinoba came hack to his Ashram,

In 1932, on Gandhiji’s sepygy from the Round
Table Conference, Vinoba happened to be at Jal-
gaon (Khandesh). He was ‘pained to see tertof
: gnpl?igg th.e People. He decided to address a
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and convicted for six months,” He passed his
sentence at' Dhulia Jail. It was here that Vinoba
delivered his talks on the Gita, which in the form
"of Gita-Pravachan has appeared in the different
lariguages of the country. :

Spending some twelve years in Wardha Ashram,
Vinoba shifted to the village of Nalwadi. Thete
he started wotk in the sutrounding villages. Fot
twenty-five days in a month helived in the villages,
and fotr five days he. stayed in the Ashram. He
founded a new 1nst1tut10n Gram Seva Mandal.

Hete he also made expenments on the poten-
tialities of spmnmg He used, to spin for éight
houts a day He kept his personal expendn:ure
below the amount SO eamed That came to less
than fout annas.. He reduced his diet accot-
dingly. This affected his health cons1derab1y
When Gandhiji came to know. about .it, he was -
- deeply agitated, He sent Word ““Now I W111 have

to take yout, complete charge

Gandhiji thought of sending Vmoba to some -
hilly resott so that he might recoup his. health.
Vatious suggestions wete -offéred—Simla, Mus-
sootie; Mahabaleshwat, e#c:: Gandh1]1 told him:
“You can go anywhete you. like.” ,

“] have chosen my place.”

WWWw.vinoba,.in



22 VINOBA—MAN AND MESSAGE

-+ “YWhich one?” '
~“I will go and live in the house built at the
desolated hillock-like - piece of land “across the
Paunar. river.” =
“I have no objection. You ate the best judge.”
Vinoba give it the significent name of Param-
dham Ashram which has remained his head quatters
ever since. Within three monthg of his settling
down at Paunar, he gained 32 Ibs, in weight.

‘ FIRST SATYAGRAHT
The Second Great W,y began in September

.;1939.3 Without her consent, India ‘was thrown

“I have yout name in .
Satyagrahi:» my mind as the first
“As you like, I am at your iso
) b4 d 29
“The que.s tion ¥ 1SPOSG.1

however, i :
> : $ whether you are.
teady to take it up.? ’ y .

“Bapu, I am|”

WWwWw.vinoba.in
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“But you must be pre-occupied with so many .
activities of your Ashram. I wonder whetlier
you will be able to free yourself from them.” "

I catry no load on my head. I am as much
prepated to obey your call here and now even as
I would be if the Yamrgia had sent for me:

straight1”

Gandhiji announced Vinoba’s name as the
first Satyagrahi. Vinoba offered Satyagraha on
17th October 1940. He was arrested and sentenc-
ed to thtee months simple imprisonment. On
release, he again offered Satyagraha and courted
atrest. Gandhiji selected Shti Jawahatlal Nehru
as the second Satyagtahi. Others followed. Thus
the movement spread on. By the close of 1941,
thete was general amnesty.

Tt was the summer of 1942. Gandhiji had
given the call of “Quit India.” The whole country
was astit. A great movement was in the offing.
Gandhiji was thinking of ways and means of having
a nation-wide campaign. In a meeting of Seva-
gram Ashram workers and close friends, he gave
the hint that he ptoposed to undertake a long
duration fast on entering the Jail. The audience
was taken aback. Somebody suggested that Vinoba-
should be consulted. Bapu sent for him.

1
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Vinoba came ' immediately. Bapu asked his
opinion on the proposed step. ,

Without 2 moment’s pause, Vinoba obsetved,
“Such a sactifice is permissible in non-violence.”

And with a smile, he added, ““What Ram can

do in the wake of reason, Hanyman can do by sheet
faith,” .

“If you like you can take yout own time to

ink over it,” rtemarked Bapu.

“No, Bapu! There js nothing to think further
about it, My . mind is Quite clea;:.fI am entirely
with you,” . o o

And Vinoba took Bapu’s leave at once. All
those present were staggered at this spontaneous
agteement between the master and the disciple.

8th August, 1942. The Congtess passed the
histotic “Quit India” resolution. Next day,
Gandhiji and other Jeaders all gyey the country
wete attested. Vinoba was alse attested in his
Paunat Ashram and taken to Wardha Jail. .

On entering the jail, Vinoba. said to the jailor,
“I have had my.-food for the day. " And from to-

fomow motning I g0 on 4n indefinite fast.” o

Www.vinoba.in
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“Please do let. me know’ what made you adopt
such an unusual course.”” ' .

- “Nothing in gonnection W1th«you1: ]aﬂ But
Gandhql had .decided to begm fast a.ftet his.arrest
and I shate his decision.” - .

The jailot felt helpless. :

Gandhiji, however, had not begun his fast as
he was in cottespondence with the Govetnment.
Nevertheless, he was sute that Vinoba would have
commenced his fast in the Jail." So soon after
his. arrest, Bapu sent a message to Vinoba not to
undertake the fast since he had postponed it for
the present. ' '

- The news came as 2 h1gh1y Welcome telief to .
the Watdha jail authomt1es 'Fot full thtee yeaxs
Vitioba was in jail. =~ . .

- Vinoba is a vety “eminent lmgmst Matathi
is his ‘mother-tongue. - And so almost also ate
Gujatati and Hindi. He has acquited mote than
a wotking knowledge of Utdu, Bengali, Assamese,
Otiya and Punjabi. He knows well all the four
languages of South India—Tamil, Telugu, Kan-
narese and Malayalam. English of course,
he studied in the college. Ftench was his second
language there. His profound command over
Sanskrit which he acquited after leaving the college

is next, if at 3‘%130 only to that ovetr Marathi. He
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has a_genius for leatning languages. At'the age
of fotty-six, he studied Atabic andl'w.ent.through
the holy 'Koran several times. The w1sd..om of gll
religious classics is almost ‘at his finger tips. Re-
cently he picked up German and some Japanese
too. .

AFTER SWARAJ .

Soon after the attainment of Swaraj, Gandhiji
passed ‘away. It tuthed People’s eyes towards
Vinoba for guidance., In March
of eminent constructive wotkers, political leaders
and Gandhiji’s close associates, was held at Seva.

gram under the Presidentship of D, Rajendra
Prasad, now the President of out Republic. Among
othet things, they decided to statt, at Vinoba’s
suggestion, a Sarvodaya Samgj—, sott of brothet-
hood of those believing in the Practice of truth
and non-violence, '

Vinoba was persuadeq to take up the most

butning question of the day—the rehabilitation of
tefugees, and to convey to them the message of
Peaceand hope. Accordingly, Vinoba reached Delhi
on 30th March, 1948, He spent about ten months

1948, a meeting

among the refugees and tried, as a Satyagrahi, to
wean theit mind of bitterness and distrust. He,
wotked am

ongst them in Delhi, Egst Punjab and
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. Rajasthan, as;also’ at Kalyd -and- the " Bosnbay
suburbs. ‘On.i30th ‘Januaty, : 1949;. first i amnivers
saty, of -Bapu’s departure; He addressed dt"Rajghat
his last prayer meeting duzing that sojoutn and
decided to hiave a look atthe wholé' country. He
travelled by train-and wvisited: the States of U.P.,
Rajasthan, Bombay, Madhyd'Pradesh, Tamil Nad,
Kerala and Andhea, -~/ “ o v

(s

On retutn from Andhra in Octobet, he decided
to lead a life of libeur and tutned himiself - into
a labouter. The' acuté food situation of - the
countky also necessitated' such a’step: - " At his
inspitation the membets of Paramdham -Ashram
[(Pavnar) resolved-to 'putchase no vegetables from
the market from ‘1st January, 1950 and to use
only such vegetable's"és ‘they could ptoduce by
their labout. in the ' Ashtam. ~ '

. The name given to this programme was Kau-
chan Mukti (literally, freedom ‘from gold,) ‘whose
object’was to get tid of the slavery of money
in life and to investigate the potentialities, social,
economic, intellectual and moral, of productive
physical labout intelligently petformed. Theix
experiment was cartied on successfully by a band
of selfless wotkers for mote than three years until

www.vinoba.in
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Apiil, .1953; when Vinoba' called them away for
a cconcerted Bhoodan Yajna dtive in Bihar, -
On. 8th. October, 1950, Vinoba undettook a
three day fast. . While beginning it, he said:
- - “My life has so far been the lifé of a Bjik-
shuka (mendicant}: .. -In future also I have to
~ liveon charity: But I have now tesolved
to accept alms of body labout only. I.shal}
of coutse continue to do physical labout my-
self to the -bést of my Capacity.”
.The third: annual session of the Satvodaya

Samaj‘qu scheduled to be held at Shivarampalli,;

about’ fout ‘miles. from Hyderabad city in April,
1951. ¢ They utged. upon Vinoba to.-attend this
meeting. - ;.. |

- On 8th Match 1951, - Vinoba left his Param-

confetence, - Eight days latér, on
Ramnavami, 15t April,31,951‘, hev-'co

walking ‘tour of Telangana, oo

www.vinoba.in
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CHAPTER T -« . . .
THE BHOODAN GANGA -

~ “Here, in out village; ate two real brothers
-who ‘ate always at daggets drawn and because of
.them the whole village is totn with dlssensmns

said a heart-broken old man.
“They should cast off their dlﬁ'erences and

live like real brothers,” observed 'Vinoba.
" “Several years have passed in conflict. Oﬁe of
‘the brothersis in the Congress and supports Go-
verniment, while one othet has joined the Commu-
“nist Party. ‘They have wastéd thousands 'of ripees
in litigation. The village has beén partmoned into
two groups and has been ruin :
“I shall see both 'of them.” ~
. Later, Vinoba called' them and had. a talk.
,'I'hey wezé pretty old. . He asked one of theim:
“How long do you hope ta live?”
“My oné leg is in the grave and the ‘second
oneishere. Iam vety weak and may go any day.”
Then he inquited of the other:
“What about you?”
“T also feel likewise.” -
“Then why -2ll this quarrel?” .
“T shall 'do yout bidding, Babal”

Www.vinoba.in
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“Will you obey the decision of the village eldets
ot Panches »» Lol

“T  shall.” . T

“Afd so shall 1,” " said the othet one.

Vinoba - brought, the two togethet -and they
‘held each othet . in close smbrace. - Tears trickled
down - theit eyes. ‘They sobbed like children and
begged each otheg’s- apology. - - . -

In the evening ‘meeting, -Vinoba called. them
on to. the dais.. He said, - £Until yesterday they
fought among themselves. like Bhima and _ Jara-
sandh. But to-day they have tresolved their diffet-
ences and will live like brothers hereafter.”.

Again they, embraced each other. Also they
2nnounced a donation of ninety actes of land,
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. and disclosed new possibilities: of this- move-
ment. 'Thus I grew in my own undérstand-
*. ing of its vast potentialities and had; what T-
- may call a vision, a new revctauon of the
power of non-violence.” :

Back from Telangana, Vinoba qulctly settled
down to his Kanchan-Mukti wotk. Bhoodan was
in the news and all sozts of coments were coming
from vatious quatters. They wete appr.ecmﬂve
as well as critical. ‘The main criticism was that
Bhoodan could not be 2 universil phenomenon
afid that the donations from the tetror-struck zich
of Telangana were mote in the natute of an
attempt to save themselves' than of a cha.nge in -
hedrt. ‘They threw a challenge to Vinoba to testi-
fy to the truth of his faith in any other patt of the
countty. Vinoba calmly went through all criti-
cism. He gavenoreply. For he believes in silent
action, not in mete words. '

. OPINION ON THE FIRST PLAN

- His agony at the fast detetiorating social and
ecohomic situation of the country was continu-
ously increasing.  The fever which had seized
him in Telangana was ceaselessly hutting his soul.
And when Stri R.K. Patil, his old friend and a
member of the National Planning Comimission,
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called on' him at Pavniat on August 10, 1951, to
gathet »h_is-impressiops ot the Draft Repott of the
Fisst Five Year Plan prepared by the Government
of 'India, Vinoba could contain himself no longer

‘and butst forth:

“In the Constitution you have ‘promised

- wotk and food to all citizens. But now you

hayé totally .foxgotten this‘assu.rancc. If;_you,-
on:. whose- shouldets. lies the tresponsibility of

‘ .,PIQViding‘.WOrk to all, find it imP6$Sible. to do.
0, you must resign. o

-~ “You ask ,vi,llagei industries to suppott.

.themselves. You first cut off my feet and then .

< .

- 'want. me tostand...... Vil,l_age,indqstries did not

..die. thémselves, .-1':h<.3Yt have deliberately ‘been -

. ~sion» which’ Says that self-sy
- nigh impossible

<

. +killed...... Why . don’t you think that whep
.~ Gandhiji could do so much i
- days; we should be able to do

those adverse
much more
“You took 2 Pledge - of acquiri
self-sufficiency by 1951, When you find it
unrealisable yoy Start 5 Planning Commis-
fliciency is well-
...... Do you eves imagine what
, country if war comes?
“Yours is a plan involving perpetual beg-

8ing.... It cannot inspite anybody to produce
thore,” '

ooooo
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PRIME MINISTER’S INVITATION
| Having come to know t.hese_ views, - Pandit
Jawahatlal Nehtu wrote to Vinoba that he wished
to see him in otder to discuss the Plan. Vinoba

accepted the invitation. He decided and resolved
to start for Delhi on foot on September 12, 1951.

Addressing a large gathering at Pavnar in his |
post-prayer meeting on the previous ' evening
(September 11) he said: - -

«The wotk I have started is known as the

. Bhoodan Yajna. It is not simply Bhoodat. It
‘is a Yajna in which all should cooperate and

contribute. TR

“If it is regarded that land could be obtain-

ed in Telangana because it was 2 Communist-

© infected atea, we must abandon all hope of 2
fion-violent revolution in India......If we grasp

the fundamental idea behind this Yajna, 1
" . hope the tich will honout the poot and donate

land to me. In case this hope is tealised it

will lend 2 mighty suppott to the non-violent

revolution.”. .

Then and there he was presented with 75 acres
of land. What a rematkable birthday-gift! Next
morning he commenced his march to Delhi.
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.~ THE DEMAND .OF DARIDRA-
' NARAYAN
e Vin'cjb'd.covq'red about 12 to 16 miles every day.
ReaChlngI'\Tagput on’ September 15, Vinoba put
! his life-mission in these few words : '
Lo ““Till’ God keeps sttength in me I shall
. tout the country and beg for land for the land-
© less. Land; like air and water, cannot be indivi-
dually owned, It can only be God’s. It is
the common propetty of the people and should
be equitably disttibuted.”
On October 2, 1951, Vinoba teached Sagar,
2 Univessity town in northern Madhya Pradesh.
AS it was the last important halt in that State, cons-
. Structive workers from .all ovet the State had

.'ga.t_‘]iaer'ed for a Confefence, Addressing them he
said: ' '

€< )
«The' mission I have undettaken. is an act
of devotig
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any one asks me what my. demand is; I say,
' yFIVE CRORE ACRES OF' LAND’: I
mean theteby cultivable land.  If there are
five sons in the family, I want to be consi-
deted the sixth; -~ if four, the fifth. Thus I
claim one-fifth or one-sixth of the total cultivable

land in the country.”
'~ IN DELHI

Vinoba treached Delhi on November 13, 1951,
Duting his 62 days’ Yatra of 792 miles from Pavnar
to Delhi, he obtained 19,436 acres. He had his
hut near Gandhiji’s Semadbi at Rajghat.

Vinoba introduced himself to Delhi’s populace
as the provetbial Vaman who covered the earth
in three steps. So also his three steps ate:

. “What I want the people to do is, fitst, to
‘patt with some of their land. Secondly, they
should engage themselves in the setvice of
othets. Finally, in their sezvice they should
give up all and voluntanly sactifice every-
thing. This is the path into Whmh I want to

. " initiate the people.” :

' Vinoba met the miembers of the Planning
Commission fot three consecutive days. To quote
his own wotds:

’ “Duting these three days of dlscussmn

I have placed my ideas before them. They
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have promised. to consider my suggestions. I
_ had several grounds for my criticism, bat I
- ‘would not.go into them all, :
' “Thete wete two ‘major differences. The
fitst was I wanted no food imports while accord-
- ing to the Planning Commission’s Repott there
ate to be impotts for an indefinite’ period.
Secondly, I wanted 2 Policy of full employ-
- ment for all. The Planning Commission have
. agreed to it as their duty,  but they say they
. cannot, under present citcumstances, under-
- take jt.. In my opinion " thete can be no
national planning without it. It is only when
o they accept this reSpohsib'ilify' they can dévelop
the villages and make thém self-sufficient.”
. Thus catrying on his mission for eleven days
in the capital, Vinoba left it in the early hours of
the @nétﬁing:of November 24, 1951, The Bhoodan
Ganga, turned towards Uttag Pradesh.

A UNIQUE GIFT

by a family-boy; redcheq Vinoba’s camp after mid-

night at 1 a.m. All were asleep: - Perchance one
wotket in the camp got up and inquired of the blind
man what brought him there, He said, “I am
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told that hére is 2 Baba who accepts. land-gifts
“for the poot. I have got but twelve bighas of
land which I-want to donate‘'to him,”  The gift-
deed (Dan Patra) was filled in by the worker and
. Ram Charan’s finger-print taken oh it. Thete-
after, the earnest donor walked back to his village,
six miles off. Vinoba came to know of it next
motning. Referring to this incident in his even-
mg address- he remarked: az
. “They say that Ram Charan was : ,bhnd
But,-in fact, it is we who are bhnd , We should
_ know that in Ram Charan’s form,: the Charan
- (Feet) :0f. Ram (God) had come to. bless the
B,boodarz Yajna? . . Lo

RESOLVE OF 25 LAKHS T

At Sevapuri on-‘April 13, 14 15 /and 16 was
held the foutth annual .Sammelan . (Session) fo
Samoda_ya ‘Samaj, presided over by the late Sti
Stikrishnadas Jaju whose life was 2 dedication to
the cause’ "of Khadi. Total land collected in the
country by that time’amounted to 1,02,361 acres,
obtained from 4,936 donots. ‘'The session was
inaugurated by Achatya J. B. Kripalani. Sti Shan-
karrao Deo, sectetary -of the Sarvodaya Samaj and of
the Satva Seva Sangh, placed a resolution before
the Saminelan calling upon for a collettion of 25

Www.vinoba.in
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" lakhs. of actes of land in Bhoodan ‘ Yajna within
1Wo.yeats 25 a first instalment to fulf] Vinoba’s
demand' of “five ctores, towards establishing a
classless and exploitation-free society on the basis
-of truth and non-violence. '

-~ The Sevaputi Sammelan registered a land-
matk in the growth and-development of the Bhoo-
dan Yajna movement. It now assumed an all
India character and its message thereafter began
to be ‘conveyed 'to every nook . and cotner
of the, country. Quotas for vatious provinces
‘were fixedt and committees were formed to ‘take
up the.wotk. Vinoba who hag already covered
thirty-five districts of U.P,, started for the remain-
ing ones. ;

N ZDHARMA CHAKRA PRAVARTAN

: ‘_"»’ On‘May th, 'Vinoba was at I.ucknow, thc]
capital of UP, ¢ was_the Budip, Jayanti day.

In his post-prayes addtess. he declared - '

- “The wotk I am ;made

' to do is the conti-
huation .of the Djgrsy, Chakrg Pravartan—se.
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zings clear actoss the forest: The lapd has
‘Glreally come to mle’; it 'has already Guhie 0 the
landless.. It remaing - for. you only io: choase the
roanntr-of gffocting. the prangfer”. o
R SPRUCEL TSR PR DU
- . RESPONSE IN BIHAR -
On 14th September 1952, Vinoba set his foot’
on " the-soil of Bihar.” He'said: "~ plet
- «pg 2 pilgtitit’ goes’ to Tirtha-Yatra for
2 God’s darshan—so also Ehiave come out on this
- Bhoodan pilgrimage. 1 have come hete to:
Jet you bring: about a-févolution on the basis
- oflgve.. Thave a desite:that the 1and ptoblem:
- 116f Bihat should be solved duting my $tay here.
- v Lamtalking&f (hié solution 6 the land problem.
But far mote impontahy: is-working thic mon-:
‘violenti'method: If we:ate: able to solwe the
land problem by the methoed of 16vé add peace,
- it would easn.credit for non-viclencé. Could
non-violence succeed in  attaining econpmic’
sevolution, what ‘else would it not be gble to
achieve? 1-have complete faith in the powet’
of non-violence . - - ‘
- Vinobaspeat 27 monthsin Bihar. The message
of Bhoodan was conveyed to the innermost cotners
of this ptovince. The movement met with re-

matka@lc res}gglnse.

wWw.vinova.
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. .TRAGEDY AT BAIDYANATHDHAM
. “That the poison of untouchability has ' deeply
entered out life- became painfully cleat on 18th
September 1953, Vinoba encamped at Baidya-
nathdham, Bihar’s migst important pilgrimage
centte in the Santhal Parganas district. - He also
stayed thete on the 19th on account of the meetings,
of ‘wotkers from all over Bihat.. In the evening
- of the 18th, he was tequested by, the head Priest
of the temple to, Pay a visit -to the holy shrine.

ddrsﬁ,éfz?. the Ppriest gaye his_consggt;to Hatijans
i ¥, on theveve,ning
s ACCompanied

“Dhirma ki i p| " Adbarma g Nash o - (Long
live teligion | Down: with itreligion | )
of his pasty tried to cotdon off Vinghy.

he was slightly injured a¢ the ear, Ty,

Members
‘Even so
‘members

to be removed ¢ the hospita],

www.vinoba.in
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a statement to the press in the .cousse of ‘which
he, obsetved: R D N

. ] do not want anybody to be punished....

But the Constitution of free India has - been

~ cleatly - violated. . Small ‘zetributive measutes
cannot make up for that transgression. What

is needed is to provide against any recurrence .
of such incidents in future. This is an age of

. science. Every faith-is being tested on the

touch-stone of reason.” ' -

By 25th Mazch 1954, land-collections amount-
. ed to 27,53,465 actes: ‘The tesolve made at Seva-
puti was thus fulfilled. The Satvodaya Sammelan
met.at Bodh-Gaya on April 18, 19 and 20, 1954, It
was presided over by Smt. Ashadevi Aryanayakém,
a distinguished . educationist.. and - exponent. of
Nai-Talim. In this Sammelan, Sti-Jayaprakash
Nazayan made  the solemn announcement—of
JIWANDAN, _offeting his life for the Bhoodan
cause. . ' o '

. Duting his Gaya-Yatta, Vinoba struck upon the
idea of opening a centre synthesising the Vedanta
of the Upanishads and the. Abimsa of the Buddha.
He called it Samamvaya Ashram.

Once. in Bihat, 2 Muslim noble saw Vinoba
one ddy. He had already donated 5,500 actes of
land. He gave fusther 1,500 acres to Vinoba ‘that
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day.. ““You: have’’) said Vinoba, “offered all the. ,
uncultivated land with you. Now zs. my: fight,.
1 démand:. "oné-sixth - of yourdand undet cultiva-
, tion”, S S L LI o ;
5T gdteaio ‘yomyélaim;""spoi&ehe‘%ryrpéliﬁdy.
" “But i our Muslim families, women have also
- thels vight. And we ate five'brothers and two
s‘i‘s’te’fs.”' " R S "

t

' “Then I become the eightlf in yout family”,
' put m Vinoba, “ana::’j:‘.wanf‘one..eighﬂ-l.”
. TVety gladly so.% 0 N
© ¢ And he Sighed i Dati-patra actordingly.
Later he ObSetv'ed; “This ﬁiissiori of ¥onrs ;

- The totg] 'amoﬁti'ted to
22,3?,474.36 actes from 2,86,420 donors.. The

TOWARDS LAND REvorurrON |
) Vmob.aleft Bihaton 1st Janyary 1955 and spent
25 .days inthe Bankuta' anq -, apore. distticts

of Bengal.: .He impteghated the. workers of Ben-
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. gal with a'spitit to give Thde Mataram a practical
shape by securing land for evety tiller. ‘Recalling:
the exhottatioh of. the: great poet, Rabindranath
Tagote, to, love the neiglibour and: live the ideal
of Vande Bhratram; e stressed.’the ‘urgency of
Bhoodan. - Farther, : hé¢ summoned all. public
servants of Bengal to stand up like one manto make
Swami Vivekananda’s (the wizard who gave India
the word Daridra Nargyan) dream a-living reality
and work to wipe out Daridrya (povetty) from the
country so that Nargyan might remain all over.

On 26th Januaty 1955, he stepped into Orissa.
and gave a call fot Bhoomi-Krants :

«The wotk to be done now is that of
Bhoomi-Kranti (land tevolution). Metely givi-
ing land to the landless is not sufficient. Pri- '

. vate land-ownership is to be abolished. Land
- can only be God’s or.of ‘the society. If the
people at any place live this idea, it would -
amount to the poornata (completeness) of Bhoo-
dan Yajna. - Theteafter the. work of obtaining
five crotes and distributing it would become

very easy. 1he people themselves would take
it up. I therefore, expect 2 paripoorna darshan

(complete view) in Otissa.”
It may be recalled that the first Gram-dan was

offered on 24th May 1952. .The people of Mang-
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Zoth in the Hamitpur district of [, P. donated all
their land. - In Orissa, thanks to its indefatigable
wotkers, led by the late Sri Gopabandhi Choudhury
and. 'his devout consott Smt- Ramadevi, Gramdans
were offered ini*litge numbers, o
~+On 12th May, 1955, Vinoba was at the small
village of Baripada in the Ganjamdistrict of Orissa.
In the evening Prayer, there was a large gathering,
consisting ‘of uasophisticated peasantry. They
Were eager to know what "message the walking
messiab had brought for them, | _ .
-Withafitm voice, in his Chatming Oriya patois,
- Vinoba asked them : - ’ '
" *The landlessness in our yillage, will now be?”
. Loudly they zeplied : -
. “No more | No more 1
And they gave vent
up theit-hands; Wit
joined : o . o
“f{'be-.lqnd-owﬂer:bz)b in our village, will now be 2
ith a faz loude, resounding-voice’ they butst
forth i - IR
“No more | N, more |
" Then followed, hjg

to their resolve by taising
2 smile on hijg face, he re-

btief address in which he
~ “That there should be ﬁo landlessness in

. out village is the figgt Step. . And that there
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should be noland-ownership. in ‘out village
is the last. None except God is the owrer of
- land. ; We mortals can only be its children.
And outs is to setve the,K mother-earth as best
as we can.” : R

This spirit caught the ait, specially in the Kora-
put disttict where Vinoba stayed for four months.
Duting his Orissa tout, Vinoba had been offered
2,57,277 actes of land from 95,757 donots and 812

" Gramdans. - R I

AT JAGANANATH TEMPLE

T Aﬁ"eveﬁt; in his Orissa,_ tour needs mention.
Vinoba reached the famouss hzine and centre of
pilgrimige of ‘Jagananath Puti on 21st March 1955.
He stayed at a spot near the sea. . In the motning
he went to the holy shrine fot darshan. His party
included amongst othets, -a- devoted creature of
God, a pious lady from France. -‘Whence the priests
of the temple, to out shatne, sefused admittance-
to, Vinoba. With folded hands, he walked back,
tecalling the similar treatment offered to the,
great sage, Nanak, about fout hundred years ago.

In his post-prayet speeches on three successive:
days, 21st to 23td March, Vinoba dwelt upon this
episode. o
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Watning the ‘dangers. - facing ‘Hinduism, he
said: . - o
- 1 believe that if Hindiism wege to confine
Atself to'its .own people and cling to its nitrow
8toove, it would give a mortal blow to. its
ownself -and would be simply destroyed.
“Duting the Vedic period, the. Vedic religion
expressed itself in veiled forms. This was
- tight then, but not now. - Do we not see that
hidden mantras of the times of yote have yielded
Place to open mantras like the names of Ram,
Krishia and Hati ? "This. is tegatded as the

 behind these open siapiac and be not s flioh
- 33 t0 spite ou own face, 1, thezefore, appeal
© 16 the authorities of the Jagananath, temple to
think .ovet this matfer.” L | |
IN-SOUTH ANDJA .

After Ortisa, Vinoba began his tour of South
India. He spent inore 16t

“The Bhoodan movement is founded on
tock of love and univegg,] brothethood of
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+man. We in India should make 'a'.start to-=
-watds out ultimate goal of oneness-of the wotld
by consldermg ourselves as Indians first. We
must “fise-dbove parochral and -caste distinc-
tions. Bhoodan knows no. language except
the language of.love. S
“I appeal to you, the people of Tamil
Nad, to crown the movement with success.”
The Sarvodaya Sammelan was held at Kanchee-
puramundet the presidentship of Sti Appa Saheb
Patwatdhan Thereafter Vinoba undertook three
days® fast : E ,
“I feel the necessity of greatc:: putity and
- ‘more intensive contemplation. I have de-
cided to fast for three days from 1st June to
' acIneve this end. T want to do this partly s
an expenment in the hope that it. will aid my
prayers and the concentrauon neccssary for
* clatity of thought.” _
| vIt began in the morning of st june;-l Vinopa‘
broke it just. after seventy-two hours. A b1.:1e£
Programme of community spinning and bbhajans
in all the Indian languages marked the occasion.
On 7th June, he resumed his Yatra.

In the Madutai disttict of Madras State, Vinoba
met'with an enthusiastic response. Mote than hund-
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ted and fifty villages were offered in Gramdan. The-
people thete are working for Gram-Swarajya.

" RESOLVE AT KANYA-KUMARI

On 15th Aptil, 1957, Vim_jba was at Kanya-
Kumati. He went to the famous Vivekananda
fock and took the following pledge :

“I solemnly pledge this day, at the feet of
Kanya-Kumati, on the shote of the Indian ocean
" andin the presence of Suryanarayan (Sun God) that
as long as Gram-Swaraiya (Swataj of the villagey
is not established jp, India, I shaj] continue my:,
Yatra and ceaselessly cairy on the efforts in that
ditection. ‘May God give me strength for the
achievement of this goal I” o o
From Tamil Nad to Kerala, In his Kérélay'tour,

last day of his tour, he sajid , | '
- “Gtamdans’ began in Origgy. In Tamil-
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getting stronget. May God make you stronges

likewise i :
YELWAL CONFERENCE _

~ An epoch-making event of Vinoba’s Karnatic
~ Yatra is the great Gramdan confetence held at
Yelwal on Septemper 21 and 22, 1957. It was atten-
-ded by some of the top-ranking personalities of mo-
"dern India, #iz., Rashtrapati Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
Sti Jawahatlal Nehru, Sti Jayaprakash Natayan,
SriE. M. S. Nambooditipad and Sti U. N. Dhebar.
Among the important representatives “of Govern-
ment wete Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, Sti Gul-
zarilal Nanda, Sri Moratji Desai and Sti S. K. Dey,
~and the Chief Ministers of the States of Bombay,
Madtas, Mysore and Orissa. ~ Besides, there were
’Sti Ganga Satan Singh (of the Praja Socialist Pazty),
Drt. Z. A. Ahmad (of the ‘Commuqist'PartY. of
Tndia), StiR. R. Diwakar (President of the Gandhi
‘Memotial Trust), Shti Pyatelal (formetly Secte-
‘tary to Mahatama Gandhi), and Sti Sriman Narayan -
{the then General Secretary of the A. L. C. C).
"The conference Was convened by the Satva Seva
Sangh. B

_ After heating Vinobé who traced the rise and
growth of the Bhoodan movement, there was a
. frank and free discussion for two days. Aitst
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conclusion, ;2 communique Swas issued. It losed
.with the words : '
“At the conclusion of its two-day delibera-

_ tions, thé‘Coﬁféﬂ::(h‘ce expresses its high apprecia-

tion. of Vinobaji’s mission and his efforts to

solve national and social problems by non-

- violent and co-operative methods, and appeals

to all sections of the Indian people to give this

- mission theit enthusiastic suppotrt.”

It was in Karnataka that Vinoba first placed
the idea of Survodgya Patra before the people. It
has since spread in the countty. Also he gave
the new form of greeting :  JAI JAGAT.

Vinoba entered Mahatashtra on 23rd March
1958. At Pandharpur, the holy shrine, the ptiestly
authorities invited him (together with all membets
of his Yatra group, which consisted of Muslims
as. well as Christians along with Hindus) to the
temple and pray to the Diety. Thus this great

. shtine, so far confined to the Hindus, declared

India to take this great step. The Satvodaya
Sammelan was also held there, '

ereafter Vinoba tushed on
t came Gujarat where he
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had spent ten yeats inhis childhood and five years
again as an inmate of the Satyagraha. :Ashram. He
addressed -his prayer meetings in: Gujarati and
devout people of Gujarat felt as if their Bapu had
come back to them. Leaving Gujarat on 14th
Januaty, he came to Rajasthan, famous for hes
Ybakti and bravery. Then he entered the Punjab
on April 1, 1959." - -

IN KASHMIR

~ Spending 51 days there, heset his foot on
Kashmir soil on 22nd May with the words ¢
“My reliance is on God alone. Only His
. is done. I have come here for three things :
() 1 want to see, (#7) 1 want to- listen and

(#) 1 want to love. Whatevet power God

has given me to love, I would use it all here.

If it £alls short, I would beg of Him for mote.

| In case I am obliged to open my mouth, I would

’ do so only in order to love you. 1 don’t be-
lieve in speaking. Let us pray to God with
all out heart.”

It was in Kashmir that Vinoba gave vent to his
tevolutionary idea of the need for combination
of science and spitituality. He crossed the great
mountain of Pir Panjal and on 28th July, 1959, he
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was at Vatlab, the northernmost town in Indiam
tetritory, Addressing the people there he $aid ¢

““T'wo and a quatter yeats ago I'was at Kanya-

- Kumari, the southem tip of the land. This.

is the notthern end. I'have come hete for the

‘Same putpose which took me to Kanya-Kumari.

" And that purpose is—to Join the hearts... ..

Before me are gathered workers belonging-

to different political parties. They clash among’

themselves. If two bullocks yoked to a cart:

Likewise, . the catavan of our natjon ‘is-‘noi_:
_.making progtess...... My appeal . to the poli-
" ticians ( Sipasat-dan )i not to become little

(Na-dan) and I request them to unité fo

-, .sake of India’s impovgrished : mi‘llions.l” .
| His stay in“Kashmir was eventful, People
pouted their heatt before him and listened to his. ,

language of love. Vinoba’

t the

inhabitants of that beautiful Jang tecongnised him.
as one of their own, It made a deep impression
on Vinoba
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and emanates from -without. I went to Kash=
‘mir with the former within me. But'I have
zeturned equipped with the latter also and I
now feel a realisation of such stiength as I had
.- :not known eatlier from the outer” point of
view.” ' ‘ '

AGAINST INDECENT POSTERS

_Back to the Punjab, the eastern- distzicts this
time. - “Thereafter he. proceeded towards Indore
through the Chambal - Valley area of , Madhya
Pradesh. Passing through the westemn districts of
U. P. from April 8 to May 12,1960, he entered the
. Chambal Valley—the Motena and Bhind districts.
“The" devoted labours of the 1ate. Major-General-
Yadunath Singh and other Shanti-Sainiks bore fruit
.and several dacoits presented themselves to Vinoba:
{as we shall see in the next chapter).

 On July 24, 1960 Vinoba came to Indore and
stayed in this city for full one month. He asked
its inhabitants to make Indote a Satvodaya City.
During the coutse of his stay in Indote, he coveted
every locality and met all sections of ‘the people.
‘Thete his eyes fell ‘upon indecent cinema posters
"displayed on the walls and in public places. He
<called them as “free and compulsory education
_ dn sensuality,” and urged upon the people to do
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away with them. He even tecommended 'Satya-
geaba for this purpose : - - L
© “My views in this matter are quite clear
. and unambiguous, In case I were to'find you
+ orthe Government careless of indifferent in this
connection, I can take to Satyagtaha on an all-
India scale. In the last ten yeats, I have been
 trying to check wiong Satyagraha. But in
-~ this tegard, T am going to- conduct Satyagraha
" myself. -Mentally T have ptepared myself for
~it. Iwould be obliged if you youtselves tesolve

Dan 4 Tkattha
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(Donate one-twentieth of your fertile land and
donate all of you togethet.) -
Q. ASSAM. ¢
. Passing through the four distsicts of nostliem
Bengal, Vinoba set his feet on the soil of Assam
on Sunday, 5th Match 1961. As he had written
to Smt. Ashadevi : -

“] am coming to Assam, but not as the
‘compassionate. Iam coming thete as a de- -
votee Of Samya-Yoge. Some events came to
pass thete. They have beed dissolved in the

- . past. Ido not want to go into that. Not do
1 inténd to probe into the futute. Mine is
only to work in the present. Iamsurelwould
not be attacking a_nybbdy. And the attack of

~ love is always without attachment.” o
And on flows the Bhoodan Ganga—conveying
from village to village, from doot to door, the
message of unity and fratetnity and. detached

action |

©
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SHANTLSENA
- Punjab, we' have fifty-five thousand
Soldiets and Jasge scale tioting on ouz hands.
In Bengal our forces consist of one man, and
" there is no tioting.” . o
v “Asaserving officer,as well as an adminis- _
- trator, may I be allowed to pay my tribute to

. the Ome My Boundary Force, not forgetting his

second -in command, Mr. Suhrawatdy.”

.. So 'ﬁvrpte Lotd Mountbatten, the then Govet-
- nor-General of free India and now Chief of the
- British Army, ¢4 Gandhiji on 26th August, 1947.
His achievements a5 ‘one-man boundaty-force’
have alréady béco_me an object of legend, history -
and song, Tt Was in 1938 that the ideg of Shanti-
§ena stru'ck Ga.ndhl]l ‘But it js obvious that he
had be;n 3 Shanti-Sainik all his life, specially so
since Re lay ed the Satyagraha movement in
South Aftica,
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for deadlier- weapons is like-expecting a silver ore
from a tin mine. Everybody knows the disastrous.
consequences of nuclear ‘watfate and violence.
In fact, 2 cotnbination of science and ‘violence
would - only ledd to sute destruction. If man is
to "live, science ' must be ‘wedded to non-
violence. T T :

ROLE OF SHANTI-SENA .

. I'hrough Shanti-Sena, Gandhiji wanted to
channelise the forces of justice and truth and non-
wolence and give them such a shape as to be able
to match injustice and evil and violence, and also
to build 2 new society—free from fear and co-
etcion and exploitation. Its was to.be a- dual role :
to wotk as a. peace brigade at times of tension and
conflict and as a revolytionary consttuctive unit
at all other times. Through it, again, he-would
like India to face extetnal aggtession or violence.
A non-violent state, said he, would be able to face

the whole World : . o
“Indeed the weakest State can reéndet

- itself immune from attack if it leatns the art of
non-violence. But a small State, no mattet
how powerfully armed it is, cannot exist in the

* midst of a powetful combination of well-armed

States. It has to be absotrbed by ot be undet
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-1 the protection.of oné of the members 6f .such 2
Combination,” . - - A

CHANGE IN DEFENCE POLICY |
" Day'by day the trith.of Gandhi’s message -as
S0 its practical -utility are becoming manifest.
Even those adept in the art of war have begun to
tealise the need of fon-violence. . In his book,
Defence in the N'm'leaf’Age,‘ the Well-kriown British

commander, Sir'Stephens King-Hall, says :
"1 hiave come tound to ‘the view that on the
facts known to me and after endeavouting 'to
assess the felative dangets ‘of the riski insepara-

- ble from our present defenie p

olic and those
“Which seent to atise fromm the. adoption of the

T e

in 2 supreme effort to
impending doom.,”
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NON-VIOLENCE OR NON-EXISTENCE ?

Again, Dr. Mattin Luther King who led success-
ful campaigns against tacial segregation in
America, holds the same view, He tells us :

“Mahatma Gandhi has done mote than
any other person in history to reveal that social
problems can be solved without fesorting to
ptimitive methods of violence...... His spirit
is a contirued teminder to opptessed people
that it is possible to zesist evil and yet not resott

to violence.

“The Gandhian influence in some way still

speaks to the conscience of the wotld as nations
grapple with international problems. If we

fail, on an international scale, to follow the
Gandhian principle of non-violence, we may
end up by destroying outselves through the
misuse of out own instruments. The choice
is no longer between violence and non-violence.
It is now either non-violence or nom-existence.”’
Both wisdom and reality demand an honest
adherence to the method of non-violence as an
alternative, as Gandhi showed, to all wars and
conflicts. It is a departure from the beaten track
and new venture indeed. But it is bound to prove
very fruitful and its potentialities ate immense.
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THE FIRST UNIT

‘The tesponse to Gandhiji’s call for Shanti-
Senawas not very enthusiastic. And quite naturally
so. Fot, a country has to be free before its citizens
can offer to die at theit own will. But the threads in
free India were rightly resumed by Vinoba.When he
set out on a tout of the trouble-ridden Telangana on-
15th April 1951, he observed that he was going as
a Shanti-Sainik in order to propagate the message
of peace. The epoch-making consequences of
this Yatra ate well-known. This Ya?ra, as we have
seen, has been instrumental in providing the key
for 2 non-violent and lasting solution of our eco-
nomic problems. It was six yeats later when
Vinoba was in Kerala that he gave the Shanti-
Sena idea a concrete shape and formed, on 23rd
August 1957, the first unit of Shawti-Sena with

Sti K. Kelappan, the distinguished leader of Kerala,
at its head.

. THE FIRST RALLY

The'ﬁrst tally of Shanti-Sainiks was held on 2nd
Ms;lrv':h 1959. Moze than eight hundred Shanti-
Sainiks marched that motning with Vinoba. They
walked a distance of nine miles from Ajmer to .

Gagwana, Addtessing the Shanti-Sainiks in the -
noon, Vinoba said :
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«The Shanti-Sena was statted by Bapu
- (Gandhiji) himself who was its first General
. and also its first soldier. In both capacities,
he completed his work. The idea itself is not
new; there have been saints in various countties
who created Peace Armies, and one may read
their history. When I enteted Telengana, I
thought of myself as a Shanti-Sainik. So fat
as I am concetned, the wotk of the Shanti-
Sena began thete. Ever since then, I have
been travelling as 2 Shanti-Sainik.”
He added :

“This little army contains old men, women,
and even the sick. Ihope that it will be effec-
tive in bringing relief to the suffering. I hope
and expect that this Shanti-Sena will be able
to relieve misery both in India and f.hroughout
the world... When Bhoodan and Gramdan
had made a begmmng, they helped people to
clear their minds about the land problem, and
as a result the path of advance became plain;
we may expect the initiation of Shanti-Sena,
in the same way, to open some other path of
advahce.”

POWER OF AGGRESSIVE LOVE
But what shall be the weapon of these soldiets
of peace ? Vinoba’s answeris : LOVE. How-
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evet, it is not that love which is offered in retutn
of love. This ‘reciptocal love’ is found even in
animals. ‘Thete is no fotce in it. On the othet
hand, ‘aggtessive love’, or love towards those
who hate us, generates power. In Vinoba’s words :
“Men ate puzzled as to how problems could

be solved by love. Power does not lie in
‘teciprocal love,” but only in ‘aggressive
love.” Reciprocal love cteates no new powet.
Thete is nothing out of the ordinary in returning
love fot love; what is extraordinaryis to retutn
love for hate. That may sound a vety strange
thing. But that is where sttength lies, and

it is that discipline of love that we must dis-
cover.”

It is India’s mission to build up the power of
love and show its efficacy in solving out ptoblems.
Modetn science also beckons in this direction.

‘In one of his post-prayer addresses in Ketala,
Vinoba obsetved :

. “If we can demonstrate this powet of love
in India, and use it to solve our own problems,
it will be the salvation of the whole world.
Ate not people every whete longing to see love
revealed in power ? Violence has no strength,
it does not take sides, it helps all parties,
for science has made a kind of mindless force
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~ available to "evéryone. Men ate beginning to
- undetstand that their real problenis cannot be
solved by violence, and.that the time has come
© to put love into practice. But it is said that
love has never yet been practised, in spite of
the Vedas and the Kotan, in spite of the Lord
Buddha and of Jesus Christ. How then, men
ask, can we expect practise it now ? Men
failed to practise it hitherto, because theit
minds wete not prepared; now, thanks to
Science, the mental climate is favoutable.”

Vinoba announced the formation of All India

Shanti-Sena Mandal on 24th September 1959 at
Pathankote. Speaking on that occasion, he te-
matrked. :

“I did not think that the actual task of
organising the Shanti-Sena would devolve on’
me. Duting my tout of Kerala, I realised that
the time has come to do this. It was not the
patticular circumstance in Kerala which promp-
ted me to think so, but the general atmosphete
in the whole of the countty appeated to be
explosive.”

He continued :

“It is necessaty, even for the healthy growth
of those processes of peaceful revolution in
which we ate already engaged, that we should
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make ourselves tesponsible for peace. This
does not mean that we dare to think that we
can save the world. That powet does not lie
in ‘ws, but in the nature of non-violence. It
Is out faith that non-violence can claim to save
the world, that it does possess the strength
tq do it, and that is the goal towards which we
must- strive.” '

- SURRENDER OF DACOITS

The idea has since gathered momentum. There
are about two thousand Shanti-Sainiks’ (including
women also) in the' country. They have done
creditable wotk in Kerala, Tamil Nad, Bihat, Guja-
rat, Madhya Pradesh and in Assam.

"+ What happened in the Chambal Valley (in

Madhya Pradesh) when Vinoba visited jt

in May
1960 has won po

pular renown. Nineteen leading
dacoits, who catried prizes fof their heads, surten-

dered befote him and laid down their arms. The
urge which took Vinoba to Telangana also brought
him to.the Chambal Valley. Thete he gave his
message of featlessness and compassion and truth:
“We must make out hearts generous. Miserli-
ness produces thieves and dacoits. I often say
that a miser is the father of thief. In Telen-
gana, people donated 12,000 actes of land where-
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after the problem - (The Government was
sspending five crozes a year) was solved: The
~ same is the problem here. People take to
evil ways. Once they become genetous this
feature will disappear. We must observe
. self-restraint. Secondly we must be generous
and charitable. Thirdly we must be featless.

Featlessness does not come through arms but

by virtue of the soul. Thus the important

things for us all to do are—gift of love,
observance of self-restraint and cultivation of
fearlessness.”

Further, he made it clear that no amount of
coetcion or violent force could wipe out the
menace of the area. Only peaceful methods and
a friendly approach would setve the purpose :

“Nobody is a dacoit by birth. Nor is he
a dacoit for life. - Yet it is said that dacoits have
been killed. Then where have these othets
come from ? The dacoits have been subdued,
" but not the dacoit-tendency. It is thetefore
not possible to wipe out dacoits by the force
of arms. Violence only begets violence.
Violence, to. be vanquished, must be met with

non-violence.”
It was this soothing Ganga of love, peace and
non-violence which flowed from place top lace.
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Those who surtendered to Vinoba remained with
him for a few days and were then sent on the night
of 23rd May to the district Jail of Bhind, Bidding
them farewell, he gave one and the same message
to them : “Keep your mind on right lines and
turn youtself to the devotion of God 1” Next day
he met them in the jail and offered his morning
prayets in their company.

Those who had surrendered were given no
assutance. Vinoeba’s firm inju,nction was—“Un-
conditional.” In fact, confession and assurance
do not go together. Confession, to be teal, must
be unconditional. They must be prepared . to
face every ttial :

“The Law of the Government has its own
bounds. ‘There is no question of going against
it, I.sha]l try that justice should be meted to
all of them. They would be provided with legal
aid. Their children would be looked after.
They would get justice. But they must not
think of amnesty ot patdon. If you get amnesty
here you will be punished thete at His.”
Before leaving this atea, Vinoba entrusted the

follow-up wotk of rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion to an earnest group of tried wotkers who ate
Shanti-Sainiks all. They set up a body of their
own, known, a8 Ghembal Valley Shanti Committes.
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Its office hds beén located in the téwn of Bhind.
This commiittee works under the guidance of the
All India Satva Seva Sangh and keeps in close
touch with Vinoba. : ,

Thus have been laid the foutidations for enact-
ing a peaceful and non-violent revolution in this
much-dreaded region. The task is stupendous
indeed. The Shanti-Sainiks have to do or die.
It is hoped that power of on-violence and pedce
would emetge, happy tesults would follow
and people’s woe come to an end. In the book of
life of the Chambal Valley people, the chapter
of conflict and bloodshed would come to 2 close,
and 2 new era of peace and harmony would

open.
THE CHALLENGE

In Assam two, which was, in July 1960, the
scene of unhappy disturbances, born of linguistic
and political rivalries, members of Shanti-Sena
did some quiet work. They were able to infuse
to some extent self-confidence in the suffeting

s and thus help the people come together.
view of prosperity of
adop-

populou

Both from the points of
the people and of the defence of the countzy, adc
tion of non-violence as a creed is an urgent necessity.

But it is the people who have to give the lead and

the Governments shall inevitably follow. The
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Shanti-Sena bids fair to defend India by non-
violence as also to transform her social structure.
It looks like a dteam no doubt. But the dreams
of today are the realities of tomorrow. Mean-

while Shanti-Sena has to undergo much hardship
and suffering before it may be able to deliver the
goods. The situation today throws it an .open
challenge. Its members have to face the ordeal
of theit life. '
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CHAPTER v .
THE NEW DAWN

“Will you please give me yout horoscope ?”
asked an astrologer.
“Why ? What shall you do with it ?” in-

quired Vinoba.
“A look at that will enable me to know the

effect of Venus, Mercury and Satutn etc. on you
and thus I can foretell your future.”
“First let me know whether your Venus,

Metcnry etc. ate active ot mcrt ?”

“They are inert, of course.”

“But I am active and alive.  Then tell me which
can be more effective—an inett body ot 2 hvmg
being »»

Thoroughly non-plussed, the astrologer went
away in despait.

With a smile, Vinoba added : “Don’t Worry
,about my future. To me the ptesent is more
important,”

% #* # %
uble. It

“The ulcet is giving you 2 lot of tto
said an

is necesgaty;to consult some doctots,”
esteemed wotket to Vinoba one day.
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“You need not mind it. I can carty on well.

“Still, we may have the doctots’ opinion.”

He agreed and some doctors saw him. Aftet
mutual consultation, the Civil- Surgeon turned to

Vinoba and ‘said

“We ate all unanimous on one point.”

“What’s that »*°

“That you should abondon thig Yatra for three
months and take to regular treatment.”

Vinoba was quiet. Then he uttered in 2 feeble
voice ‘ |
“Please excuse me. The wound is in the
stomach and not.on the leg.” '

Then he added : :

“I am duty-bound to catry on my Pads-Yatrs
till my pledge is fulfilled or I fall down.”

So saying, he closed his eyes and went into a
trance. Fot five minutes he sat straight and with
closed eyes. Opening them he said, “Don’t think
about my health. It is like 5 tussle between God
and myself, You need ot bother aboyt it.Iet
us do our duty.” _

#* * o o

While in Kashmir Yatra, Vinoba cattied ten
pounds luggage on his own shoulders,
body asked him

“Why do you catry so much weight ?”

www.vinoba.in
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“In otder to realise the plight of the labouting
poor.”

“The labouters ate far stronger and mote
expetienced too. They can do it better.”

“Tyne. But it is cruel to go bare-shouldered
outselves and burden them with the entire load.”

“It is a matter of practice.”

“No, it is inhuman. Moreovet, I see in them
the Toiling God.”

With a pause he added:

“And don’t you ‘see, cattying luggage on the
shoulders enables me to gain weight!”

At this, all burst into laughter.

SAMYA-YOGI SOCIETY

Modern in outlook, vigilant in action, and full
of compassion, Vinoba has been ceaselessly try-
ing to identify himself with the poorest, and low-
liest, and lost. ‘They cannot come into theit own
unless we have a social order free from exploitation
and coetcion. This tequites the society to be
Iecast in such a manner as to enable the lowest
feel as rich as the tallest. Vinoba has given it
the meaningful name of Samya-Yogi society.

Basing its philosophy on the fout vetses of the
Gita (Chapter VI, Verses 29-32), he holds out
three requisités'for Samya-Yogi society as follows:



./
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-~ 1. No powet should be dominant in society;
there should only be a discipline of good thoughtv;
2. " All faculties of the individual to be de-
dicated to society which must provide the indivi-
‘dual with oppottunity for growth and develop-
ment.

3. The motal, social and economic value of
all of callings performed honestly should be the
same. »

Dilating upon it, Vinoba once temarked]:

“Samya-Yoga holds that thetein dwells in
every man the same spirit. It, therefore, makes
no distinction between man and man. It even
goes further and recognizes no ultimate differ-
ence in the spitit of man and other animals.”

- Samya-Yoga is not the anti-thesis of some creed
-or political theoty. It is not, like communism,
botn of teaction, against some established order,
[capitalism ot fascism. Tt is no queet protest
against a particular i or evil. It has 4 philoso-
phy of its own combining the best jn physical .and
‘spititual sciences. It treats life as an integtated
whole and seeks to encompass all in its warm
embrace and thus lead to.equalityand brothethood.
Again, let it not be understood that it is anothet
name for Juisse3, faire. Fat from it. It aims at
discarding stagnant socio-economic values and
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establishing new ones—social ownership, equal
treatment to mental and physical labour, economic
‘equality, decenttalised ordet and administration,
and world citizenship. And above all, its ultimate
reliance is on conversion or persuasion and peace-

ful method.

THIRD FORCE

To build up this order, it is necessary to create
. what Vinoba calls, a third force. This must not
be confused with third bloc, keeping equidistant
from both the U. S. A. and the U. S. S. R. aad
adopting an attitude of constructive neutrality
towards both. It is easy to see that this third
bloc is essentially made of the same elements that
-constitute the two forces it seeks to face. The

truth is that it also depends upon arms as much '
as others do and regards violence as the last world
in the go of the day. We, unhappily like any other
nation, ate arming out country as much as we can
and have our ultimate reliance on arms. It is very
doubtful, therefore, that the champions of the third
bloc would be able to hold their own in the case
of a global conflict. Composed of pooret nations
which do not resort to nuclear armament, not
because they do not want it but because they can-
not affort the same, it can command little atten-
tion. Hence the need of generating a Third Force,
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matkedly different from the known two, cannot be
- too much emphasised.
Realising this urge of the times, Vinoba holds :
“We should create Jan-Shakti or self-
reliant power of the people. It should be
distinguished from the other two forms of
power—the powet of violence and the power
of the State. 'The powet of the people is the
opposite of the power of violence, and though
thete is no ditect opposition between the power
. of the people and the power of the State, yet
- the two ate qualitatively different............ our
aim. is not merely at doing acts of kindness,
but at creating a Kingdom of Kindness......I
. therefore, want to devote myself to the creation

of Jan-Shakti, the forging of sanctions of
enlightened public opinion.”

LOKA-NITI

Through this Third Force, Vinoba seeks to give
a new otientation to politics, or to give it its real
name, powet-politics. It needs no prophetic vision
to state that politics today, specially in our countty,
is leading to dissensions, bitterness and distrust.
It is loosing its touch with reality. -It is dividing.
people and making them nattow and self-centred.
It is not the politics which Gandhiji practised and

WWwWw.vinoba.in



THE NEW DAWN 75

taught all his life. He was unequivoeal on this
point :

“Some friends have told me that truth and
non-violence have no place in politics and
wotldly affaits. I do not agree. I have no
use for them as a means of individual salvation.
Theit introduction and apiplication in everyday
life has been my expetiment all along.....

“We have to make truth and non-violence,
not matters for mere individual practice but for
practice by groups and communities and nations.
That at any rate is my dream. I shall live and
die in trying to realize it. My faith helps me
to discover new truths evetyday. Abimsa is
the attribute of the soul, and therefore to be
practised by everybody in all the affairs of
life.”

Such was the politics Gandhiji taught us. But
what followed after Swaraj and Gandhiji’s departure
warped out coutse and politics became associated
with devotion to patty and adotatien of powet.
Unfortunately, in our patliamentary affairs we
began to imitate westetn conventions and. paid
little heed to our own genius and circumstances.
The democracy so built up in India becamé a strange
replica of the British model. That patty based
elections ot patty-politics is not necessatily con-

www.vinoba.in



76 VINOBA—MAN AND MESSAGE

ductive to people’s true welfate and democracy
has been conspicuously established by what has
‘happened in our country. Divided by so many
differences of caste, creed and language, it has
further aggravated mutual bitterness and sectarian
Pprejudices.

- Foteseeing its untoward consequences, Vinoba
feels the urgent necessity of doing away with
Power politics or transforming it on Gandhiji’s
lines. He has, thetefore, made a plea for Lok-
Niti, ot politics of the people. Putting this idea
in a public meeting, he once said :

. “So long as a country is not free, all

- strength must be concentrated towards secur-
' ing political- power. But once the latter is
attained every effort must be directed towards
the achievement of social and economic tevolu-
tion. Hence, if you feel that strength lies
metely in captuting political powet, I must then

say that you have missed the secret of Swaraj.

* You should, therefore, understand that those

who offer life fot a non-violent revolution based
on Bhoodan-Yajna, do not at a] renounce their
object of achieving radical social change. The
Bhoodan movement seeks to wipe off the pre-
sent party differences and establish, what I
call, Loka-Niti ot discover the new dynamic
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~ of social action which is not a by-produ‘ct of
governmental policy.”

This Loka-niti is based on the Third Force as
pointed out above. The formation of Samyas-
- Yogi society through the implementation of Loks-
niti by means of the agency of the Third Force ot
Shanti-Sena may sound ambitious. But no, the
Bhoodan-Gramdan movement has paved the way.
The fact that 43,52,866 acres of land (of which
8,33,466 acres have been distributed among
about three lakhs of landless families) have been
donated in Bhoodan and 4,752 villages have been
offered in Gramdan is a veritable pointet.

BHOODAN MOVEMENT |
But it may be argued that the Bhoodan target

temains unfulfilled and the problem of the landless
.continues. True. It must not be forgotten, how-
ever, that no political patty in power or outside,
has been insttumental in providing the desired
land for the landless. The Congtess adoped the
famous resolution on ceiling and co-operative
farming at Nagpur in Januaty 1959. But to what
end ? It is gathered that the amount of land that
would be available after the imposition of ceiling
in all the States of the countty would be about
eight to nine.lakhs of actes. Undoubtedly that
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would not be of very good quality and also most
of it would lead to litigation. Fuzther, all of it
would not go to thelandless. Those in touch with
the various elements of our peasantty need not be
told that thete ate strong, influential and resoutce-
ful interests which dominate the panchayats and
make it very hard fot them to rendet justice to the
landless. Also some State Govetnments propose
to auction land obtained after ceiling, which is a
Sure guarantee of its denial to the really deserving.

It must, therefore, be admitted that neither the
‘Government not the politicial parties have been
able to secute even as much land for the landless
s the Bhoodan movement has done during the
last ten years. No doubt that it has so far failed
In realising jts tatgets, but even in jts failure its
succ?ss. has sutpassed that of all others.
mer;{hsltsa;s&sh: WEVet, 8o consolation. The move-
marches °“."‘_““"-f1 to its tesolve and Vinoba

onward on his feet 29 steadfastly as evet.

He knows neither tegt :
' not d :
goal day by day. efeat and is neatet his

. But the Bhoodan movement js not to be judged
In terms of mere donationg of Gramdan and actes
of land. Rendeting help to the poot and those in

distress is but one of it thtee objectives. The

other two, no less important ate
¢ .
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() Rousing people’s consciousness to 2 sense
of justice and transforming the socio-economic
Structute;

(%) Generating the power of peace and estab-
lishing the efficacy of the peaceful and non-violent
‘method.

SARVODAYA-PATRA

It may well be asked whether the people are
Prepared to take a tutn in the direction of the Sat-
vodaya idealism and wotk for the Satvodaya
Samaj. One must be sute of the people’s sanction
behind it. For that very putpose, Vinoba has,
as it were, given the ptogramme of Sarvodzya-Patra
‘to the nation. He expects every household to
maintain a pot ot vessel or container and wants
‘the youngest membet, boy ot gitl, to add 2 handful
of grain to it every motning before meal ot break-
fast. Tts proceeds will be utilised for Shanti-Sena
‘wotk. A regular maintenance of the Sarvodays-
Patra will indicate the willingness of the people
for a Sarvodaya order of society and their refusal
0 be a party to any armed combat ot conflict.

The Sarvodaya-Patra has not yet become uni-
versal in India. But the progress it has made in
‘Ceftain areas, specially in the Krishna and Guntur
districts of . Andhra and at some other places,
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shows its huge possibilities. Gradually it is getting-
mozre popular. :

WAY OF PROGRESS

Through the two-fold programme of Bhoodan-
. Gramdan and 'Shanti-Sena-cum—Sarvodaya-Patra,'
Vinoba proposes to give 2 new ditection to out
socio-economic frame-wotk and thus pave the
way for a classless society. It is not necessary to-
traverse ail those stages which other nations had to
pass. A mere turn is enough. In Vinoba’s wotds -

“Historians tell us that society conti-
nuously progresses in a cyclic order. In that.
~ course, some people are ahead, some in the
middle and some behind. So also in other;
paths. But the peculiatity of the cyclic path
-is that if somebody turns about his face, he,
gets the lead and the rest fall in the rear. To
tuzn the ditection is the simplest way to outstrip:
others.” ' o

TO TRIBAL PEOPLE .
Refetring to people living in the hilly and tribal
tegions, wrongly regarded as backward, he said =

“These people readily agtee to transfer
land-ownership to the village as a whole.
Others who know Communism, Socialism and"
other isms are attracted more by money than
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" by those #sms. They like the words Communism
and Socialism provided theit pockets ate full.
But not so the adivasis ot tribal people who wotk
in community even these days. They also sing
and dance and perform their ceremonies in 2
community. If the Sarvodaya thought is
explained to them, if they are told that owner-
ship of land and capital should be abolished and
the village treated as one family, they can easily

grasp this concept.”
NEED OF BRAHMA-VIDYA

Vinoba has great hope from these people. His
<onviction is :

“If rightly educated, they would be able
to produce rematkable leaders and pioneers,
even as a dry soil, lying waste fot years, yields
a plentiful crop when propcrly;cultivated. They
are .already full of life. Right education or Nai
Talim, not the curtent education which adds
to the army of the unemployed, would genetate
T./'icbar-‘Sba,éz‘i (Vital power) that would accomp-
lish wonders. Let Brabma-Vidya be taught to
them so that they may recognise their inner.
P_OWer 01 soul foLce..cccreercarancnne The diversi-
ties met in our land would become our strength
Provided the unifying thread of Atma-Gyan
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(Self-knowledge) integrates them all. And the

two together would render society harmonious,

noble and strong. The Satvodaya ideology

proceeds to incorporate them both.”

CHRIST’S MESSAGE

Vinoba has been continuously stressing the
role of Brabma-Vidys. He is confident that, sooner-
tathes than later, the wotld would come to appre-
ciate the conttibution of Indian Brabma—Vid}'ﬂ to-
the evolution of human thought and behaviout..
On the Christmas Day, 1954, he dwelt at length.

on this aspect while Paying his respectful homage:
to Jesus Christ :

“Jesus called upon us to love out neigh-~
bour. But though this has been extolled as a
gteat vittue by al} nations, few have been found.
ptepared in practice to accept it as their imm-~
ediate obligation....... We talk of love and.
non-violénce and sti]] devote the bulk of out
resoutces to piling up atmaments for mutual
destruction. We despair of our neighbout.
This is cowardice, Jesus refused to succumb.
" to such faint-heartedness. He bote the Cross
—the butrden of our sins—and embraced mattyr--
dom. : . :
“Luckily the teaching of Jesus is not alien
to India. We have been meeting the ground of’
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a multitude of races, creeds and cultures; a
land of synthesis and fusion., Gurudev Tagore
sang of this land as a great ocean of unity.
Tribes and races, creeds and cultures are fused
and out of them emerges a synthesis worthy to
teceive the world’s attention. There has been
in the life of our people an underlying unity
which transcends nationalism and all other
battiers between man and man.”
Declating that India, by het emphasis on non-
killing and looking upon the least of God’s creatures
3 one’s self, had accepted Christ long ago, Vinoba
made a fetrvent appeal for assimilation of Brabma-
Vidya :
“It is for our Chrtistian brethten, now that
their foreign trappings are shed, to subsctibe
to the indigenous Indian background suited to
out genius. And I also suggest that similar
processes of wholesome assimilation may take
place among the followers of Islam and othet
religions ; Christians and Muslims of India who
have hitherto held fast to theit moorings and
theit traditions should no longer remain stran-
8IS to the Hindu cultural background. They
can easily assimilate the Indian Brabma-Vidya.
It would broaden their outlook and confer
Wholesome spirit of quest and tolerance to
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- theit religious approach and add lustre to their
culture. Such a consummation, I submit, will
- tender easiet what each one of us wants to-
ptopagate, and would make a2 worthy contti-
“bution to the growth of a common world
culture. Let us tealise that we have come of
. age. We no longer belong to the past; we:
~hasten- to the dawn of a new day for man.”
) THE NEW SOCIETY |
It is Vinoba’s faith in the new dawn that ins—
pites all of his actiyrities. On the basis of Brab})]a-
Vidya shall be built the edifice of new society in.
which there will be no walls, physical or mental,
between man and man and each wil] get equal
opportunity to develop according to his or her
genius. Steadily and quietly, he js wotking for
it and expects others to do so.

The other day a Chutch dignitary saw him.
and asked :

“What can Ido for your movement, Vinobaji I

“Thete is little for me to say anything new”-.
When he insisted, Vinoba obsetved :

“All that I can say is we must preach less and-
practise more.”

“Quite true 17
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As the Bishop offered his hand to Vinoba to take
leave, his eyes fell upon 2 ring in ‘the former’s
-finger. He inquired - '

¢“\What is this ring made of ?”
“Of gold.” '
«“But the Lord used to say : ‘It is easier
* fot a camel to pass through the eye of a needle
than fot a rich man to enter the Kingdom of

God,” and His cross was simply of wood.”

Nodding his head in assent, the Bishop bade
-adieu.

1

Vinoba thus calls upon us to re-discovet out-
selves and cleanse out heart of avatice, of acquisiti-
veness and fill it with a regal benevolence that

those in power would envy. With the instru-
ment of ‘aggressive love’, he seeks to mend the
-split-personality of both the individual and society
‘by blasting the batriers raised up by money and
" land-owership. His is to set into being a new
social process in which the awakened man and
‘society will proceed towatds the cherished goal
-through self-endeavout and mutual reliance. With
2 detached spitit and dedicated mind, he goes

firmly on his feet with his characteristic humility:

«People inquite whether the wotk I am
doing would meet with success ot not. But

Www.vinoba.in



86

VINOBA~—~MAN AND MESSAGE

it is not my wotk. It is God’s. Personally
my mission would ttiumph only when truth,
love and compassion ovetflow my heatt.
I would consider myself successful if my heatt
wete filled with so much compassion as to
make my body break down and collapse.”

www.vinoba.in



OUR IMPORTANT PUBLICATIONS

Vinoba’s works, originally written in Matathi, have

appeared in different Indian languages. Four of them have
- appeared in English : :

1. TALKS ON THE GITA—Given to his fellow--
prisoners in Dhulia Jail in 1932, these talks have become
popular all over the country. Their great value lies in the.
author’s attempt to show the application of basic human:
values to the religious thought and socio-ecottomic condi-

tions of the present age.

This work helps the reader, as pointed out by The TIMES,.
London, “to see beyond the public figure, into the mind

and personality of this remarkable man.”

It further says :

“It is not theology ot dry scholastic commentary that we:
get in these pages, but a living experience; an account, tich
in imagery and allusion, of the indelible impression of one
of the world’s greatestscriptures made on the mind and heart
of a man of rare sensitivity and passiofi......... The whole
is patently a work of love. A spitit of joy breathes from
every page, and frequently his contemplation of the sctip~

ture inspires Vinoba to poetry.
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2. THOUGHTS ON EDUCATION—The essays
and speeches compiled here are the response of a true teacher
to the doubts and needs of the'peopleﬁssemblcd to hear him
on different occasions. The views expressed in this book
are at once radical and inspiring. Vinoba has something
greater to offer than a system; he has.the insight of a sage
and the spirit of a pioneer. _ , ‘

_ 3. SCIENCE AND SELF-KNOWLEDGE—This is
a collection of Vinoba’s lectures describing his revolutionary
-;hoqght of the need of fusion of égien;e énd self-know'ledge-
1In this book, Vinoba points oqf that the progress of science
demands that the individual should transcend the limits of

mind and attain to the Supramental level of consciousness.

. 4 SHANTISSENA—A book containing Vinoba’s
Yarious speeches which cleatly convey the meaning and
Place of Shanti-Sena (Peace Army), ,

and its organisation
and working. '

. 5 FROM SOCIALISM TO SARVODAYA—(By
Jayaprakash Narayan)-A historica] statement which gives a
wellknit account of the evolutiog of J. P’ thought. In his
igtrodxz_ction, Vinoba says, : “T am sure that this statement
will encourage rea

ige .ders to give deep thought to the Sarvodaya
‘Philosophy.”

_ 6. VINOBA AND HIS MISSION—(By Suresh Ram)
A book giving a comprehensive account of the birth and
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growth of the Bhoodan movement. Therein is offered
says Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the Vice-President of the Indian
Republic, in his Foreword, ‘a moving account of the way
in which Shri Vinoba was led to this movement and the
progress it has made. It should be read by all who are
interested in this unique campaign, its objects and its philo-
sophy.”

7. BHOODAN —(English Weekly—Edited by Siddha-
faj Dhaddha)—An organ of the Bhoodan movement, giving
a vivid picture of Bhoodan, Shanti-Sena and allied activities
in the country.
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Books by Vinoba

. Talks on Gita
. Thoughts on Education
. Science & Self Knowledge

Bhoodan Yajna

.- Shanti Sena

. Swaraj Shastra

. From Bhoodan to Gramdan
. Sampattidan

. Sarvodaya & Communism
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